Stay SAFER

Major Threats to Pride Events

Identifying and understanding the key security and safety concerns for LGBTQIA+ events
requires preparedness and collaboration with LGBTQIA+ groups, law enforcement, and
cybersecurity experts. We must prioritize attendee safety without compromising Pride’s
celebratory spirit. While having a plan in place is critical, there needs to be a commitment to
adaptability, as threats may evolve rapidly.

Terrorism & Extremist Attacks

Threats:
e Foreign terror organizations (e.g., ISIS) targeting Pride gatherings (intel from FBI/DHS).
e Domestic extremists (e.g., white nationalists, Proud Boys) planning disruptions/violence.

Mitigation:
e Coordinate with federal/state law enforcement for threat intelligence

e Deploy visible and plainclothes security, including anti-terrorism units.
e Monitor online extremist rhetoric (e.g., social media, encrypted channels).

Hate Crimes & Harassment

Threats:
e Violent assaults/vandalism (Pulse nightclub, Stonewall Monument flag burnings).
e Anti-LGBTQIA+ protesters disrupting events (e.g., armed demonstrators at drag shows).

Mitigation:
e Implement zero-tolerance policies for hate speech/violence.

e Train security on hate symbols (e.g., Patriot Front insignia) and crisis de-escalation.
e Designate safe zones with mental health support for targeted attendees.

Cyber & Digital Threats

Threats:
e Doxxing of attendees or organizers by anti-LGBTQIA+ groups.
e Fake event pages spreading misinformation (e.g., false cancellation notices).

Mitigation:
e Warn attendees against geotagging or sharing real-time locations.
e Secure official event communications (e.g., verified social media accounts).
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Overcrowding & Medical Emergencies

Threats:
e Stampedes or crushes due to poor crowd control.
e Heatstroke or overdoses at outdoor events.

Mitigation:
e Use barriers and timed entry to manage flow.
e Provide cooling stations, free water, and on-site medics.

Legal & Political Hostility

Threats:

e Anti-LGBTQIA+ laws increasing insurance/security costs, forcing cancellations.
Mitigation:

e Consult legal experts to navigate local regulations.

e Partner with LGBTQIA+-friendly law enforcement or private security.
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